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ADVERTISEMENT. 

HE enſuing ſheets are addre/- 
"Jed boy's Lene So 
Proteflant Diſſenters, not becauſe the 
Jubjef matter of them is unworthy the 
regard of all other ſober Proteſtants 
throughout the land ; (happy would it 
be, if any meaſures tould be taken for 
furniſhing the eftabliſbed church with a 
clergy, qualified for the ſacred function 
in the manner herein pleaded for but 
becauſe Diſſenters have evidently a pe- 
culiar advantage above others, in the 
choice of their miniſters, and in ſeeing to 
their qualifications for their work, have 
theybut an hearty inclination to improve 
it; and how great and incumbent the 
duty is, of ſo doing, tis a principal end 
of the preſent attempt to evince. The ex- 
peatence of creeds and ſubſcriptions 10 
articles of faith, is here purpoſely waved, 
{as it is become ſo faſhionable a thing to 
decry them, as ſbibboleths of a party) 
that I may have the candid and ſerious 
attention of both fides in that diſpute ; 
whilſt the grand teſt of miniſterial fit- 
neſs, is fixed on a baſis, which all the real 
REIT La "VB © friends. 


"ADVERTISEMENT. 


en of revelation, religion and rea. 
Jan, muſt (T think) agree to allow ; and 
whichalone, if duely attended to, will in- 


deed in a. great rs Weed the 


e, of all otbers. 

J fear ſome apology may be eboug be 
pls” e , that I take ſo great a freedom 
with my ſuperiors, by infinuating there 


is Jo material a defect in our public pro- 


ceedings ; perhaps too, may incur the 


charge of impertinence, in pretending to 
adviſe to meaſures that are already pro- 


feſſedly talen: but it can be no real 
cauſe of offence to ſuch worthy friends of 


religion and the diſſenting intereſt, as are 


actually embarked on ſo ſcriptural and 


rational a plan, to find the importance 


of it truly tho imper feetly ) fared, the 


expedience of perſevering in it with the 
utmoſt vigour and reſolution, urged, the 


like meaſures earneſtly recommended to 


univerſal confideration and regard, and 


all I hope in ſuch a manner, as nothing 
but a. diſintereſted compaſſion for the 


welfare of our Chriſtian communities, 
and the. revival of pure reli gion and 


undefiled, could eee. 
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8 A SERIOUS | 
ADDRESS, &e. 


Dear Countrymen and Fellow Chriſtians, 
| \ MON GST the numerous invaluable 


mercies, which the munificence of 
> heaven has richly ſhowered down on 
theſe unworthy nations, the giſt and conti- 
nuance of the goſpel of the grace of God, has 
been for ſome ages paſt the crowning bleſ- 
ſing: And amongſt the many heightened and 
diſtinguiſhing privileges which we of the pre- 
ſent age enjoy, the free exerciſe of religion, 
as every man's judgment and conſcience dire& 
him, muſt needs appear to every hearty Pro- 
teſtant, and particularly to every Proteſtant- 
diſſenter, to be of the laſt importance. A 
privilege this, which our progenitors groaned 
under the want of, — which kind heaven had 
in reſerve, to introduce with the glorious re- 
Wa A 3 volution, 
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volution, and to make a freſh grant and con- 


firmation of, to us and our children, by the 
happy acceſſion of the preſent illuſtrious fa- 
mily to the throne. The reformation ſhould 
ever be dear to us as Chriſtians ; the revolu- 
tion as Proteſtants; and the a& of toleration 
as Diſſenters. * | 

Now as the intereſt of religion is in itſelf 
to the laſt degree important, and moſt ratio- 


nally challenges our ſerious and devout re- 


gards, ſo, under ſuch precious and peculiar 
indulgences of providence, it muſt, (beyond 
all doubt) be the bounden duty of every good 
man, according to his ſituation and ability, to 
exert himſelf in it's promotion and advance- 
ment. It can never be unreaſonable and im- 
pertinent, ſeriouſly to attend to the ſtate and 
proſpect of religion, in the day we live; care- 
fully to remark. any ill-boding aſpects of 
things among us, diligently to inveſtigate the 
particular ſources of preſent declenſions and 
decays, and to be caſting in our thoughts the 
wiſeſt and beſt methods of reclaiming or pre- 
venting what appears threatening and injurious, 
and of purſuing whatever may have a mani- 
feſt tendency to promote the glory of the 
great God, and the everlaſting felicity of pre- 
cious immortal ſouls, He, that like Gallio 


can reſt content, with caring for none 
theſe things, as he is no friend to his -n 


© happineſs, fo he proclaims himiſelf an enemy 
| N 3 No | to 
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(7) 
to that of poſterity. This indeed is an age of 
infidelity and profaneneſs, yet were the real 
friends of religion united together by the firm 
and intimate ties of primitive charity and 
zeal ; was Chriſtian union and harmony to 
poſſeſs the hearts of it's promoters, what ſen- 
ſible progreſs, what promiſing ſucceſſes, might 
(with the divine blefling) be expected from 
their generous and well- conducted efforts, in 
favour of ſo great and good a cauſe! But 
there is too much evidence of truth, as well 
as keenneſs of ſatire, in an obſervation I have 
met with, that © moſt men have religion 
* enough to hate, but few have enough to 
* love one another.” It is a melancholy fign 
of our times, that Chriſtianity is crumbled 
into parties. . Beſides our ſeveral denomina- 
tions (reſulting from different external forms 
of worſhip, or the diſcipline and government 
of the Chriſtian church) there is a far greater 
aſſemblage of party- diſtinctions amongſt us, 
ariſing from mens differing opinions on many 
of the doctrines of divine revelation ; the i- 
nuteſt of which diſtinctions, have oſten ſerved 
too effectually, to render Fellow - chriſtians and 
Proteſtants very great ſtrangers, if not ene- 
mies, to each other. And really, from the 
ſmalleſt obſervation of the ſpirit and conduct 
of many profeſſors of our holy religion, one 
would be tempted (tho' with the utmoſt re- 
luctance) to conclude, that the main, if not 

WE 0 A 4. tha 


e * | ( 8 ) | n 
the only notion ſuch have of Chriſtianity is, 
that of a fond and bigotted attachment to 
ſome - particular opinions, modes and forms, 
which the zealots. of a favourite party have 
preſcribed them; or what is yet worſe, that 
of a perverſe and prejudiced oppoſition to 
every well- meant motion and attempt, for 
the benefit of Chriſtianity, which any other 
party, or number of pious Chriſtians, may 
be embarked in the promotion of. With 
ſuch, the moſt wiſe, rational, ſcriptural and 
. well-conducted meaſures, for reviving the cre- 
dit and influence of religion, are looked u 
with coldneſs and indifference, if not diſcou- 
raged with clamour and detraction.— Such, 
all ſuch as theſe, whatever garb they wear, I 
would wholly (tho'-with pity and compaſſion) 
detach. ſrom my thoughts, and diſmiſs from 
any immediate concern with the preſent mat- 
ter of addreſs ; while I flatter myſelf with the 
hopes of finding a more candid hearing and 
unprejudiced reception, from the generality 
of my Chriſtian readers, ſince the ſubject I 
am entering upon, is evidently of univerſal 


cConcernment, and of the greateſt importance 


to the intereſts of Chriſtianity amongſt us, and 
While the plan I would purſue, is calculated 
with deſign to include and engage the united, 
or at leaſt, active efforts of all wiſe and good 
men, all the friends of practical * 
| <8 1 | 
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of whatever den omination and diſtinction 


among us. 

The weighty ſubje& I would beſp eak ſo 
general an attention to, is that of the Chriftian 
Miniſtry. An office ſo expreſsly inſtituted 
in the ſacred writings and of ſo evident 
ſtanding uſe in the gofpel church ſo neceſſary 
to the ſpreading the joyfub news of ſalvation 
in the world ſo requiſite for the maintenance 


of the ſcriptural and orderly worſhip of God 


in Chriſtian congregations, that none who de- 
ſerve the reputation of the Chriſtian name, 
ever dreamt of denying it. Now as this 


ſacred office itſelf is, in it's nature and ap- 


fpointment, ſo cloſely; connected with the 
higheſt intereſts of mankind, it ought to be 
undertaken and executed by ſuch, and ſuch 


only, who are poſſeſſed of all the eſſential 


qualifications for ſo momentous a truſt. This 
laſt aſſertion ſtands abundantly ſupported by 


ſcripture, reaſon, and matter of fact; a pious 


and holy, a humble and zealous, a skilful 


and laborious miniſtry, has conſtantly proved 
the ornament and ſtrength of the Chriſtian 
cauſe ; while a profane and diſſolute, an 
haughty and lukewarm, an ignorant and in- 
dolent clergy, ever -have-been, and ever will 


be, a diſmal dead weight to the intereſt they 


profeſs themſelves friends to, which has al- 
ways declined, and too often expired under 
their hands ; fo univerſally true is that pro- 
phetic 


(w) ' 
phetic adage, Hoc iv. 9, Like people like 
prieſt, It 1 to be wiſhed this unpleaſant 
remark had much fewer inſtances for it's ſup- 
port in the day we live, | 

It is very proper here to obſerve, that at 
the firſt propagation of the Chriſtian faith, 
the moſt wiſe and pracious author of it, 
| exerted his own miraculous power in qualißy- 
ing and furniſhing the primitive diſpenſers of 
it for their arduous work ; but after the 
Chriſtian religion made its haſty and bleſſed 
progreſs in the world, this ſupernatural inter- 
poſure of providence was at an end, and the 
roviſion for a miniſterial ſucceſſion has ever 
nce devolved upon the Chriſtian church: 
and in all ſucceeding ages, it has been the 
ſpecial care and concern of ſuch as were 
zealous for the truth upon earth, to uſe their 
beſt endeavours in this matter, as they have 
had ability and opportunity; the wiſe and ſo- 
vereign king of the church having ſeen good 
thus to engage our conſtant cares, endeavours 
and induſtry, as the regular, and (for the 
moſt part) neceſſary means of his continuing 
the unſpeakable mercy of a goſpel preached. 
Thus every generation of wiſe and ſerious 
Chriſtians are in fact conſtituted truſtees for 
the ſucceeding ; and that in an affair of infi- 
nitely greater conſequence, than the preſerva- 
tion of liberty, property, and every other ſe- 
cular and civil immunity, In this point of 

| | VIEW 
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view my ſubject Zeſpeaks, yea claims every 
reader's attention, not from curioſity, but 
duty; not as a ſtander-by, but a party con- 
cerned: and it is my fincere endeavour to 
awaken in the breaſts of others, a conviction 
that has long poſſeſſed my own, viz. the ne- 
ceſſit of our more general efforts, and the 
propriety of ſome farther and more effectual 

ures, in favour of the preſent and riſing 
generation. 

It is well known what gave the main riſe 
to the diſſenting intereſt in theſe lands. The 
cruel and impolitic excluſion of fuch a num- 
ber of valuable miniſters, from their paro- 
chial cures ſoon after the reſtoration, A ſet 
of men theſe, for their piety; learning and 
uſefulneſs; that deſerved much better uſage 
than they met with ; whoſe principles and 
practices make their names ſtill venerable, 
and their examples, as Chriſtians and Paſtors, 
moſt worthy of our imitation. 

It is very remarkable of theſe great and 
good men, that notwithſtanding the great in- 
felicities of the times, the almoſt unſupport- 
able difficulties they encountered, in fulfilling 
their paſtoral charge to their own ſeparate 
congregations ; yet they contented not them- 
ſelves with labouring for their preſent good, 
but exerted themſelves, what was in their 

er, in maki oviſion ſor ſucceeding 
Hives: This they laid many of them by 
taking 
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taking a number of religious and promiſing 
youth under their tuition and direction; by 
which means their churches were happily 
provided with a ſucceſſion of able and worthy 
divines, as they themſelves withdrew from off 
the ſtage of time. So great a ſenſe had theſe 
worthies of the obligation they were under 
to provide for the time to come; and herein 
did their prudent and well- conducted zeal 
diffuſe it's generous influence on the genera- 
tion then unborn. | | 

Now altho' adorable providence has fince 
that time more fully eſtabliſhed our liberties, 
and enlarged .our capacities of purſuing their 
ſo laudable and neceſſary plan; tho' under the 
mild, the juſt, and auſpicious government of 
the preſent royal houſe, ſeveral conſiderable 
funds have been raiſed, and large endow- 
ments and gifts have been made, profeſſedly 
with this deſign ; yet it is notorious what a 
general complaint there is amongſt us, of the 
want of miniſters---what a number of con- 
gregations are deſtitute - and with what diffi- 
culty many have been of late ſupplied with 
ſuch as have proved duly qualified for ſo im- 
portant a ſervice: and I muſt beg leave to 
add, that others, too many others, in one 
place or another, are under moſt viſible de- 
cays of real and vital religion, through the un- 
ſuitableneſs and inſufficiency of thoſe that 
bl 74 ene 
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have been recommended to the miniſtry 
among them. 

It has given me and others many a painful 
ſenſation to reflect upon this diſagreable aſ- 
ſemblage of facts; ſome difficulty at firſt 
view to account for them; I ardently wiſh it 
may not prove a much greater to redreſs 
them. Theſe facts are indeed ſufficiently ac- 
counted for, by laying together three or four 
others. As 


I. Tho' the Diſſenters have full liberty to 
exert themſelves in this matter, yet of late 
there has been but a ſmall number of divines, 
whoſe: health, abilities, ſituation, leiſure and 
inclination have concurred to their taking 
upon them the additional fatigue and care of 
tutors. It is pity where other things concur, 
that inclination (hould be wanting to ſuch an 
eminent ſervice of our generation, Humility 
and modeſty will indeed correct a criminal 
forwardneſs, but it is well if the love of eaſe, 
and abatement of zeal for the public good, 
muſt not in ſome caſes have a little admittance 
into the account. But paſſing this. 

2. The exceeding great latitude in princi- 
ples which many of our young divines have 
of late years ſet out with, farther accounts 
for this matter. And by the latitude of prin- 
ples which is here complained of, I would 
not be underſtood to mean every 2 
rom 
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from generally received articles of the Chriftian 
faith, in leſs momentous and extra- eſſential 
matters, but that diſreliſh and diſuſe 
of the ſeveral great doctrines of ſcripture and 
the reformation, which our judiciaus and pious 
forefathers maintained, to the hazard of their 
lives---which it is now become faſhionable 
and polite to oppoſe, and run down, as en- 
thuſtaſtic, irrational and abſurd. By ſuch the 
ſacred volume is reſpected only as a ſyſtem of 
moral philoſophy, and their pulpit perfor- 
mances are little elſe than ethnical harangues. 
Under fuch inſtructors, it is now no uncom- 
mon caſe to fee, once large and flouriſhing con- 

egations, languiſh and decline ; Individuals 
diflatisfied and diſcouraged ; till the moſt ſe- 
rious and underſtanding of them, wearied out 
with the intolerable defects of their preſent 
teachers, think themſelves under a neceflity 
of withdrawing, for better inſtruction, where- 
ever it can be had: and where there is the 
aſſiſtance of numbers, or friends, the next 
ſtep that is taken, is the ſetting up a ſeparate 
intereſt and place for worſhip. Thus the 
community is divided, and being divided is 
weakened ; commonly /o weakened, that nei- 
ther of the parties are any longer capable of 
affording a comfortable maintenance to their 
miniſters, without an exhibition from the 
funds.---Thus by the continual ſwell of this 
kind of applications, it is to be feared the ge- 
nerous 
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perous and wealthy citizens will at length 
grow weary of ſo burthenſome a tax upon 
their liberality. But however this be, the 
want of miniſters is in this way not a little in- 
ecealod.. . 
3. A farther ſource of the churches pre- 
| ſent wants, is the promiſcuous admiſſion of 
ſuch as offer themſelves for academical in- 
ſtructions. At firſt ſound, I may here ſeem 
to have forgot my argument, but a very little 
of the reader's thought will make it appear 
_ concluſive, and to the purpoſe. The end 
that is confeſſedly propoſed, by aſſiſting youth 
in a liberal education is, that our congrega- 
tions may be ſupplied with an able and «/eful 
miniſtry ; that they may not only have a ſuc- 
ceſſion of teachers, but teachers worth their 
hearing; ſuch as are in a good degree poſſeſſed 
of all theſe qualifications, which are eſteemed 
neceſſary, for a right diſcharge of that ſacred 
undertaking. Now the greater and more 
immediate wants our public aſſemblies are in, 
the greater care is neceſſary, that none (if 
poſſible) might have academical pains and 
expences laid out on their education, who 
will diſappoint the expectations of their tutors 
and encouragers, by turning ont unqualified 
and unequal to the work. Every unmeet 
object takes up the room of a better; and by 
this means the number is leſſened, of thoſe, 
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a can afterwards, with credit and n 


be recommended to the churches. 
This I am ſenſible is a very tender point, | 


ad therefore it is expedient that I add, how far 
Tam from ſuggeſting, that the reverend and 


worthy” tutors'and managers of. our.academies 


exereiſe no care at all in a Recom- - 


mendations are required, àfd examinations 
are made, as to the capaci ties, characters and 
morals of them they receive: but yet if it 


can be made appear that ſomething farther 


than all this is neceſſary” to be enquired 
aſter that a much greater care, in the pre- 
ſent ſtate of things, is abſolutely requiſite 
and that for want of this principally, if not 
entirely, our learned and worthy tutors have 
frequently had ſo little credit, from their pu- 
pils, IJ hope to eſcape the cenſure of every 
candid mind, on this head, while I take the 
freedom to ſet it down as one cauſe of our 
* complaints. | 

But I haſten to the mention of one article 


more. 


4. This melancholy fact is farther accounted 
for, by the large catalogue of miniſters deaths, 
which a luſtrum or two of years paſt pre- 
ſents us with; wherein the ſervants of Chriſt 
and religion have been remarkably called off 
from their work: not a few in their youthful 

rime ; many others in the midſt of their 


days and uſefulneſs ; and they too, who were 


Fine 


r 
employing their eminent abilities in the moſt 
extenſive ſervice of the churches ; who were 
engaged, I mean, in the additional momen- 
tous labours of academical inſtruction: and 
as the lives of ſuch are attended with a double 
labour, their deaths are a double loſs, and their 
names and memories ſhould be treated with 
a double reſpect. | 
The laſt year put a period to the life and 
labours of the learned and ingenious Dr. 
Doddridge of Northampton; a gentleman, 
who as a preacher, a writer, and a tutor, 
gained as extenſive popularity and reputation 
m the world, as uſually falls to the ſhare of 
a ſingle perſon. More of the gentleman, the 
ſcholar, and the divine, according to all ac- 
count, have ſeldom met together: yet had 
he, as a tutor, conducted himſelf more en- 
tirely according to the plan I would earneſtly 
recommend in the following ſheets, his uſe- 
fulneſs had doubtleſs been far more extenſive, 
and his learned and unwearied labours been 
crowned with a more general ſucceſs: nor 
can I help flattering myſelf, that had he 
been favoured with a greater length of days, 
a propoſal of this nature would have met with 
his very candid reception and ſerious regard; 
I wiſh it may from thoſe that ſurvive and ſuc- 
ceed him; The propriety of my taking this 
perſonal notice of the Doctor, will 1 hope 
283 B fully 
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be on d/ wit ThE: 
Fray — VIZ. a ſeries. of Faſtors after. | 
0d's, 01 pug ha ſhall feed. them 4with, 
ale dge and kd 
very ſerious kt ap is; and as, in * 4 
nature it deſerves, ſo the circumſtances. of, 
the times, moſt evidently demand a very ſeri- 
MW AS * , — er, which may not 
onl by op rational and pertinent in the 
We alſo practicable. and ęffectual as a, 
plan, for gedbelni g the evil, and accompliſh- 
ing the invaluable end propoſed. And ſhou'd. 
L in the preſent attempt, be able to point out 
the grand died in our preſent proceedings, 
and Wo what I have to advance i in ſuch a 
t and convincing point of view, as may en- 
gage 
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Sie che reverend and worthy mitiſters and 
Sentlemen, who have the managetmefit of out 
atgtemmies, in a due attentibm to it, ahd in an 
Mv endeatuoity after a general reformation in 
> momentous an article; it wou'd fill my foul 


Witli the mit rational ſatisfaction, and revive 


che moſt pleallng expectations for the ſuccœed- 


n 
What hath been already mention d as one 
particular ſpring of our preſent waits, I ſhall 


now fingle-out'as the grand defe# of our pre- 
ſent 5 ; namely, © Our receiving 
© and encoaraging” ſach youth, through a 
** courſe of academical ſtudies as do not ap- 
« pear to be poſſeſſed of the moſt eſſential 
4 qualifications for ſuch encouragement.” 


The office of the evangelical miniſtry' is al- 


lowed on all hands, to be an important truſt : 
* To affiſt in the employment and improve- 
« ment of our moſt ſacred time; to go before, 


and in a fort direct a e {ng ne 


e how they ſhall” ſpend the hours of ſocial ' 
« worſhip,” muſt needs appear a very folemn 
truſt: they that undertake it, had need to be 
well qualified; any remarkable inſufficiency 
in this caſe is the diſadvantage and infelicity of 
numbers, and may end (I fear ſometimes has 
ſo) in the ruin of whole ſocieties. It might 
therefore be admitted as an enquiry very per- 
tinent to the matter in hand, What are 
| i « theſe 


we theſe I, the ca ? office; 


4 which. are abſolutely neceflary in order to A 

right diſcharge of it?” But to enter mi- 
* y into particulars here, wou d be to give 
out theſes for diſputation. It is ſufficient for 
my deſign to obferve ---- that the miniſtry is 
an office, not of human but divine — hy 
ment. They that are therein employed, act 
under the. ee of heaven, under the 
character of ſervants of the moſt Hi gh. It 


is reaſonable, highly reaſonable then to mp 


poſe, that the moſt eſſential qualifications 

their work, come from the ſame hand, which 
their commiſſions do ; or at leaſt that God has 
condeſcended. to: delineate the character of 
thoſe hom his wiſdom has deſigned for ſo 
arduous an employ. The ſacred Scriptures 
moſt fully confirm theſe rational deductions. 
There we have their characters particularly 


given, their more neceſſary gs. and qualifica- 
tions diſtinctly ſpecified, their ſp - aſſiſt- 


ances and ſucceſſes promiſed 3 from above, 


and the main ſtreſs evidently laid, where ac- 
cording to reaſon and the nature of the 


thing it muſt be laid, viz. in © a miniſter's 
_ «© perſonal acquaintance <ith hi mſelf, and the 


c concerns of his own immortal ſcul, a ſober 
« experience of the influence of theſe truths, 


<« upon his own heart and life, which by his 


* office he is engaged in diſpenſing to others.” F 
An 
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And farther, according to the Whole tene 
of the inſpired writings, all the advantages of 
human erudition, all 8 attainments of polite 
literature, the utmoſt 'poliſh of the ſchools, 
are at moſt but fecondary qualifications, which 
may have their uſe in a ſubordinate way, but 
are to be never raiſed in competition with 
thoſe, Which are alone the: gift of Heaven. 
No particular citations are neceſſary in ſuppagt 
of this account, to a reader who 1 is at al Son- 
verſant with his Bible. ab. + ith 
I hall now therefore proceed, with ad- 
vancing the following axioms ; for as ſuch 1 
think. they muſt be atimitted by every * 
and thinking mind. 
_— Pvery good man is not N for a 
goſpel-miniſter, but every golpel-miniſtet | 
muſt neceſſarily be a good man. Goo. 
neſs is the firſt, the fundamental, the moſt ef. 
ſential qualification for the miniſtry - — To de- 
mur here, is to brood the moſt flagrant abſur- 
dity It is to ſuppoſe him a fit guide of 
others in the ways of truth and holineſs, that 
never trod the celeſtial path himſelf. _ 

Secondly, He is a good man who bers 
to the ſcripture characteriſtics of à real 
Chriſtian. The Heathen ſages had a ſhare of 
moral goodneſs, A' real Chriſtian Is a Mo- 
raliſt --- but he is more ; for 


< B 3 Thirdly, 


122 | 
FE ef 4 and they only are good 
TP account, Are Parr 
927 of . lical grace of regenergtion- 
Noth ing 15 gre Eyident to an attentive mind 
aſſertion. And 
„It is then prepoſferous in 


fre tp, who by 0 res ge ſober 
Nes 


vate s.,, A propoſition this 


join in a 3 unprej udlerd, and deliberate 
conſideration of the reaſonableneſs, and ex- 
pediency of what I have thought neceſſary 
to hi to public view. 

| all crave my reader s patience 
while I I open my main defign in threediſtin& 
articles. 

I. Make ſome brief enquiry into the ſcrip- 
ture doctrine of regeneration, : as it concerns all 


= _—_— the importance 4 this Chriſtian 
attainment, in order to the Miniſtry. 


id ; 


in its effec, boy 
” to the Waters e | 
hs which 


be 
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A 
nite. NO 


FE 1 Np 16 wk ſome brief enquiry, aki 
* doArific of tegeneration, which 
i highly expedient for me to do, While 1 
. us it; as the Wie and entire Balis &f 
the preſent argument. And an article of 
» revelation this, Which is by no fneans 
to be 6verfooked ; When our bleſſed Lord and 
his hofy a. tles, throughout the new teſta- 
ment, uniformly lay it as' the foundation, to 
the whole prattice of piety. Who can caſt 
nls eye ef attention on theſe ſacred pdfiages ? 
Rw-el a mam be born uguin be Cannot ſee the 
tingam of Ghd 1.--- Mabel not thut] fay unt 
thee yo ging be born am 2.--- For we are bis 
200 knanfhlp treated in Chrift Jeſus unt good 
works 3. According 76 his mercy he ſaved ut 


the waſhing of Pegeterh regeneration a e of 
Au GI/t 4. <=- Of Bis cn will beg 


doi th . Wd of of traith 5 „&c. an aten 


à ſceptick in this matt -? But what are we 
to underſtand by theſe and ſuch like ſcripture 
terms, is the great queſtion ? Calvin and 
his followers have confider'd this' as a funda- 
mental and main article of the Chriſtian faith, 
'= While others have laboured to reduce it to 


1 John m. 3. 2 Ver. 7. 3 Eph, ii 10. 4 Tit. iii. 5. 
$ James 1. 18. 3 
B 4 nothing 


ftriftures 


{ 24) 


nothing more, than a partaking of the new 
teſtament rite of water-baptiſm ; which is as 
notoriouſly to blend and confound the fign 


with the thing fgnified"in this ordinance, as 


the Romaniſts do in the other, by the mon- 


ſtrous abſurdity of tranſubſtantiation. I wou'd 


not however raiſe any painful apprehenſions 
that I am going to 2 uce the unfaſhionable 
Fas ough, Calviniſt : It will an- 
whe my-end 1 tally more dire&tlwwith m 
ſe, to take my. account wholly from 
Fi as have diſtinguiſhed themſelves by the 
moderateneſs; of their principles, the exten- 
ſiyeneſs of their charity, and their caution in 
conduct, not to incur the imputation of theſe 
diſguſtful terms, Bigottry and Enthuſiaſm. 
And here I at firſt propoſed to avail; myſelf 
wholly of. the extenſive. character and popula- 
rity of the ingenious. divine, whoſe deceaſe 


has been regretted, in a former page. In his 


teſtamentary advice to his people; a ſet of diſ- 
courſes on the ſubject is recommended to their 
repeated, peruſal} * In the preface to that 
candid and ſerious: perfor ce, + I find a 
polite and affectionate recommendation of a 
tract on, © that being born again 701 thout which 


 ® See Mt. Job Qrton's funeral diſcourſs for * Dr. 
Doddridge, page 39. ( 

+ Dr. Doddridge s 10. Sermons on Regeneration, OR, 
pref.” page (. 
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ve man can be ſaved,” by the late Doctor 
Samuel Wright of London. - And in my 
peruſal of that treatiſe, I form'd a farther re- 
folution to confult what Arminius alſo had ad- 
vanced in relation hereto: that ſo by the joint 
teſtimony of a moderate Calviniſt, a very mo- 
gerate Calviniſt, and an avowed oppoſer of 
the Calvinian tenets, my reader might have a 
compleat evidence in its kind, that my argu- 
ment ſtands grounded upon no party opinion, 
but on a received, inconteſtable ſcripture prin- 
ciple; one of the moſt vital truths of 
« Chriſtianity.” 2 108 5 | 
I The definition or general deſcription of the 
Z ſubje&is, © That regeneration is a prevailing 
= < diſpoſition of the ſoul to univerſal holineſs, 
<5 produc'd-and cheriſh'd by the influences of 
„ God's ſptrit on our hearts, operating in a 
. manner ſuifable to the conſtitution of our 
e nature, as rational and accountable crea- 
e tures.” * - This the Doctor lays down, as 
the uniform ſcriptural idea of regeneration. 
A deſcription which 18 evidently couched un- 
der theſe ſoft' nings of language which he was 
celebrated for; but it is ſufficient with what 
he afterwards advances, fully to anſwer the 
ends of the -preſent'enquiry. . . 
I. Regeneration is the effect of divine 
agency, it is the operation of God's pirit 
Page 11. 5 
* on 


08 


5 1600 
* on the heart,. 4 ve effect 
by die gre the ben,” Oc And 


after a very juſt preliminary, * Unit i is tied 
“ an agency of God, on our Minds, us U. 


d fers no vidlence to the tational and active 


He ſpends. bis ſeventh diſcounts in the Get 
proof of the reaſonableneſs as well as abſolute 
* n this great 


in this mo- 
1 c To be agaim is to 
dc have. { ing done in us ind for us, 
« which cannot be done by us. , This, 
© (he obſerves) We nd all doubt and on- 
60 troverſy the plain ſenſe of Leſs 
% than — ot be meant, by thoſe many 
5 ” big h expreſfions: fuch as -— being created 
again in Chriſt Jeſus --- made new ofed- 
&© tures . raiſed. to newneſs of life being 
© born again,” Sc. + He adds, What- 
< ever falſe and ill conſequences men may be 
** tempted to draw from hence, it mu be 
© maintain'd that regeneration is the work of 
te the Holy Spirit, and that John 1. 13. ex- 

preſly denies any other in this mat 


& ter.” Hence therefore, ſays the Doctor, 


* Page 237. f Page 7. 
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3 We. pay de this concluſion's © That ſince 

- 1 121 g to be done in us, &c. we 
u'd be very carneſt and pnwearied in our 

+ God for hi grace and 


To this account of things the ſentiments 
of 4rmnins may be with great propriety ſub- 
SE ene 
I *r man in 
ll N Gate, he tells us, that of and from him- 
. 
cc ich is it is no- 
£ * collary that he be regenerated and renew'd 
*in dae affections, will, and 
fe a i powers by God, in Chriſt, chro the 
3 < Holy a % in order to his rightly under- 
F * ſtanding, eſtee ming, conſidering, willing, 
tc why doing that which is truly nk, but 
C he that is made a partaker of this regene- 
1 ration or renovation, in my opinion, in as 
&* much as he is freed from ſin, is able to 
6 think, will, and do wy Tug is good, 


« grace of God, + o 


2. Regene- 


Page 8. 


"+ In ſtatu vers la us & peccati ; ex ſei 0 & If quod 
indie vere bonum N neque cogitare, . — _— fa- 
re. poſſe, ſed: neceſſe eſſe ut à Deo in Chriſto per ſpiritum 
anctum ipfius, regeneretur, & renovetur, in intelletu affec#- 
2 hive voluntare ommibuſqz viribus; ad id quod vere 


bonum 


60209 
2. Regeneration is the produticn K 1 a 
Fog a prevailing diſpoſition 1 in the ul 


after univerſal holineſs : It is ſuch divine | 
agency as effects a change 1 in the heart of 4 


ſinner, not merely y in the life and converſa- | K 

D. tell us, ce when a man becomes 2 
«'a real Chriſtian the whole temper and cha: 
ce racter of his mind is ſo changed as to be- A 


tion. Dr. D 


* come differerit from' that of the gen 


< of mankind, and 4 erent from What it AF 
* formerly was, while in an "uninlightned 8 


ce unrene wd ſtate. It is not merely x little 
te circumſtantial alteration, it is not afleminj 


tc 4 new name, . new ſpeculative 4 


<« opinions, or practiſing ome new rites and 
„ forms: But it is becoming (as we fre- 
* quently ſay in our uſual forms of ſpeech 
«'a different creature, a New man, p. 3 * 
The Doctor firther illuſtrates this point at 
urge throughout his 2d and 3d diſcourſes, by 
expatiating upon the © new apprehenſions, 
e new affections, new reſolutions, new la- 
10 bours, new enjoyments, and new hopes” of 
ſuch, © That a regenerate foul has new ap- 


> IF” 


bonum eſt rectè intelligendum D LETTER confidenind; um 
volendum & faciendum. Hujus vero regenerationis five, re- 
_— 8 factum, ſtatuo eum utpote liberatum, a 

bonum cogitare, velle, & facere, ſed tamen non 
— pen cum pert ſemper gratiæ Dei. Armin. Oper. Theol. 
Rai. mn. 1631. Quarto, p-98. 


" prehenſions, 


4 


= 
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iy Tora? of God ---- of itſelf --— of 
ul MW Chriſt of Eternity and of the way 
ne i q 1 al method which God has marked out for 
a =. a Eng happy there. That the affec- 
12 tions of love and averfion, of defire and 
es 7 of joy and ſorrow, come all into tits 
12 Iccount, Sc. 7 

— Here too Dr. Wright is very commendabl 

ty | Ppen, explicite and inſtructive. © That w 

it WF is. done in us and for us when we = 
d F< faid to be born again, I take to be this ---- 
e | JF the infuſing of ſome inward principle of 


© 
a 


life and action, to which we are naturall 
IX ſtrangers ; and by communicating of which 
VF ſuch, a life begins as ſhall laſt for ever, p. 9. 
„This principle of a new life I have ſaid is 
e fuſed into us, that it may be ſought for 
| and efteem'd, as ſomething ſupernatural. 
f It is not only an habit of the mind, but the 
„ ſprin ng and cauſe of every good, and graci- 
4 ous habit in us; from hence probably a 
principle of grace is called the root of the 
9 * matter, to ſignify to us (among other 
things) that it is really different from the 
X foil in which it is planted : and that it is 
3 ſomething brought to us by a divine hand, 
XX &c. p. 10, — And if there be ſuch an in- 
q ward 7 of life and action commu- 
3 * nicated in our regeneration it will follow -- 
Fun a mere outward chan ge, and ch g 
cc e 


Tie W 


b 


deductions from the a 
they are certainly the leſt we can make of this 1 
great doctrine of the ſeriptures 4 the refor- i 


= 

® the cos ng torn ä 

os Being again 4 civil 
<A nt rity" be ntalnttzh d 
« whete there is noch of the po 
. 2 at tho Heart; Gr. p. 
®' agreeable heretd as to the 
&« It is the infufor of all theſe gits of che 
*' Holy Ghoſt as well inthe underftahding; as L 
. av in the will and affections: of a man, 


11. And 


Which appertain to his regeneration or re- 


6c. novation, ſuchi as Nuitb, bpe, Charity, &c, 
« without theſe gifts £0 of grace, the mm ie not 


ſuffleient to wilt, or do afiy thing 
that 19/g60d7” * 
Thus much may be ſufficient a8 to the na- 8 
tare and origen of this weighty matter; and 


25 it is very requiſite I ſhow'd comprize. the 


within the ſmalleſt compaſd of words 
Pam able I ſhatPonly* add farther'on this 3 
head three or four 


© repreſentation, and 


mation. 
Nr. ad 


ate tum quo Deus 
Se. 2) Edm eſſe dne omnium eorum donorum {pi 


; ſands, tam in intellectu quam in voluntate & affetibus homi- FF 


powet'of 1 re- I 
grace of GGUd 


fitions in the a 4 


atiam Dei : Credo 1 (eam eſſe gratuitum 
e afftetus eſt erga miſerum peccatorem, 


nig, quse ad regenerationeth & renovationem illius pertinent, 


. Armin, Oper; Theol. p. 98 


- ut-ſunt\fides ſpes7 charitas, Er. fine hiſce donis\graciz ido- 
neum non eſſe hominem ut heme et boni cogitet, velit, aut 1 
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a mind , ene 
e mind. is truly awaken d, 


S* 


"careleſneſs are alter d into an affecting 
concern for his beſt Intereſt, the dung that 
* his everlaſting peace and felicity. 
the ſoul that never. ſeriouſly: enquired, into, 
« its ſpiritual ſtate, is beyond all why un- 
we foul; Dr. D. p. 1 ce He 
te that is not; deeply convinced of ins guilt, 
« hefore God, and.deſirous to ſeek * dn 
e from it by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is ſtill in 
„ an untegenerate ſtate.” p. 13. To be“ un- 
. concerned. about. the favour of God and. 
e communion, with him,” is laid down as a. 
farther inconteſtible mark of unregeneracy, 
p. 15. — Agreeable hereto we are taught, 
= *© that a truly convinced ſinner is one who is 
1, inquiſitive what courſe he can take to get. 
6 out of his ſinfull ſtate pd olga amingpertd 


il 

d eſſive ſenſe of ſpiritual 
A his On immortal ſoul, 
d — an intereſt in the — 
— peculiar and faying 

6 s which flow, from it; one whoſe daily 
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In the renewing. and ſanctifying grace 
Gd — and thatithis diſpoſition of 7 min, 


« fills the breaſt with the greateſt anxiety, 


and ernploys his thoughts in reſtleſs contri- 
* vances and concern, Sc. Dr. W. p. 50. 


l lays it down as a work of the Holy, 
Ghoſt, 
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Ghoſt, preparatory to regeneration, ** whereb I 
<- finners are brought to acknowledge their” | 
< fins, to be forry for them, to defire deli- 
« yerance, and to ſeek after the deliverer * 
ct when made known.” * ---- He therefore 
that remains an utter ſtranger to theſe things, 
has very flight pretences to make, in reſpe&t- Þ 
to the character of a real Chriſtiax. 
- Secondly, a regenerate man is a true peni- 
tent. This is moſt intimately and neceſſarilß 
connected with the former. A ſerious ane 


prevailing conviction of our ſin and miſery, 


is the immediate ſource of that repentance, 
remorſe, and contrition of ſoul, which the 
ſcriptures ſpeak: ſo much to the nature and 
neceſſity of. One great end of a goſpel mi- 
niſtry we are aſſured is to call finners to re- 
pentance fo teſtify repentance towards God--- 
to be a means of inkindling in their hearts a 
ſacred ſorrow and compunction for their fins, 
a thorough hatred of them, and a ſincere re- 
ſolution to forſake them to this purpoſe ſin- 
ners are directed © to affect their ſouls, with 
« a ſenſe of their corruption of nature, and 
the many fins they have actually committed 
* in their lives, that ſo by the operation of 


Hoe eſt eo quidem adducti ſunt, ut peccata ſua agnoſ- 
cant de-iis doleant, liberationem deſiderent & liberatorem- 
monſtratum quzrant, attamen nondum illa vi ſpiritus inftruQi 
ſunt qua caro mortificatur, &c, Armin. Op. p. 126. ch. 1 

84 ; 60 e 
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che holy fpirit, their paſſions of ſhame, 
ffear, ſorrow, hatred, may be fublimed 
into that ſaving grace of the Chriſtian | 
F< repentance unto life, not to be re- 
F< pented of. Dr. W. p. 64, 65. ---- The 
Frame and temper of mind in a regene- 
Fate ſoul is farther repreſented to us, in 
ſoliloquy to this effect ---- © When thou 


. thinkelſt of the ſpirituality and putity of 


his being and his law; how ſhameful do 
* thy temper and thy life appear to have 
F< been | — whom, oh my foul ! haſt thou 
<< offended ? whoſe law haſt thou broken? 


* Se. — His, who ſees, oh my heart! all 


<< thy guilt and all its aggravations. Oh Lord, 
I abber myſelf, and repent in duſt and 
* aſhes.” Dr. D. p. 50. | 

*Z Thirdly, A regenerate perſon is an evan- 
gelical believer. This is evidently another 
grand characteriſtic of a real Chriſtian. No- 
thing do the holy ſcriptures mention as of 
4 2 influence in the Chriſtian's life, more 
than his faith: It is this denominates the 
ſinner's ſtate : He that believeth on the fon 
2X hath everlaſting life. Now © this great 
= ©. work of regeneration (we are aſſured) 
* conſiſts chiefly in our being brought to 
faith and repentance.” Dr. D. p. 226. 
Nothing can be more certain, from the whole 
tenor of revelation, than © that he that be- 
= C e lieves 


(34) 1 
« keves ſhall be ſaved, he that believes not, 
10 * hal be damned. And ſurely a ſtate of 
d“ dammation is not a Mate of regeneration. 
_ % But What is this faith in Chriſt ? Is it nol 
1 & more than a bare notional perſuaſion that 
| 4 he is the fon of God? If this was all, the! 
Devili themſelves believe -—- You cannot 
< then be ignorant that the faith to which} 
the promiſes of ſalvation are made, is af 
faith which receives the Lord Jeſus Chri 7 
"08 all his offices; which truſts his attone- 
„ment us well as adtnits his revelation, and 
1 fies to him for righteouſneſs and life.” Gc. 
Dr. Dod. p. eee ee 
deſcription of a believer, Which Dr. 
W. adopts, p. 67. at I cannot forbear an 
extract — My ſins are many, my a 
*« great, and my fears proportionable 
** what will become of me to all 2 
God only knows ! there is indeed ſalva- 
< tion for loſt ſinners thro che blood of 2 
« crucified Jeſus ; but I have many diſcou- 
« ragements break in like wave after wave 
on my diſtreſſed foul, and J have ſcarce 2 
faith and hope enough to put up a prayer to 5 : 
© God: and yet I cannot forbear crying, 
Lord be merciful to me a ſinner Sd 
Well I muſt and will try what rich, ſo- 
<< vereigh, free grace, will do for me. ----= 
Who knows but he may ſtretch out the 
ſcepter 


3) 
Fn of his grace, and then 1 ſhall live, 
However live or die Til betake myſelf to 
him: if ever help comes I know it muft 
come this way,” Fc. 

Let it be added to this important head 
at '* evangelical faith is the 1 of the 
mind produced by the holy by 
means of the goſpel, in finners, co 
their fins by the law, and repenting of 
them, by which they have both, a cer- 
tain perſuaſion that Jeſus Chriſt is confti- 
tuted of God to be the author of ſalvation 
to chem that obey him, and their's alſo, if 
they believe in him, and alſo do (actually) 
believe on him as ſuch; and by him in 
God as a benevolent father in him, to the 
er falvation ef them that believe, and to the 
glory of Chriſt and God.“ * --- And that 
TS this faith on Chriſt belongs to the new 
Z $ creation, which is festen by n as he 
* is mediator, &c. 


Wwe 7. Fides evangelica eſt adſenſus animi A ſpiritu WM per 
"cel Jevangelium; i in peccatoribus & peccata per legem agnoſcen- 
Wh us dequeiſdem pænitentibus productus, quo tum certo ſibi 
to ſuaſum habent Jeſum Chriſtum à Deo conſtitutum eſſe au- 
1g rem ſalutis obtemperantibus ipſi, & ſuum quoque fi in ip- 
crediderint, tum in illum tanquam talem credunt, & 
_ wn in Deum tanquam patrem benevolum in ipſo, ad Alu- 
ſo- n credentium & gloriam Chriſti & Dei. Armin. Oper. 
— heol. p. 313. 


hell 7 gt Fides in Chriſtum pertinet ad novam creationem quæ 
ter e Chriſtum qua mediator eſt, Qc. p-. 129. 
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Fourthly, A regenerate man is a real con- 4 
wert. A convert to ſerious religion and true 3 
holineſs. The leaſt; that can be ſaid i in de- 
ſcription of this important point is, that it 


1 


produces in the heart a prevailing diſpoſition l | 


to univerſal holineſs; this is the re 
end of all religion; it is the real ** ae. 
all ſcripture doctrines, and the genuine 


of every evangelical grace and endowment. | 
This is the grand teſt of the truth of a mans 


faith, the genuineneſs of his repentance, and | q 


ſincerity of his Chriſtian. profeſſion: It is 
therefore a true and ſerious deduction, 
That no gift or attainment, how great and 
<« eminent ſoever they be will paſs for this 3 


* new birth, if there be not a new life. 


No pretended honouring the grace 7 3 


God and a preſumptuous confidence in it, 
“ vhilſt men go cn in their fins, will -| 


any means argue they are in a ſtate of | | 


grace. Men's changing their opinions, or 
e getting new notions in religion, will not | 
« prove that they are born again, if their 

« lives and actions be not changed, ſo as to 
render them quite other perſons than they 


were in their natural corrupt ſtate,” Sc. 3 


Dr. W p.14, 15. 
This is indeed fo ſelf- evident a point that | 
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there is not the leaſt need of ſwelling SS | 7 


tions in its confirmation. And here may * 
. ably | 


(37) 
afely reſt the evidence of my ſubject ; but 
is I have a paſſage before me (1 think) re- 
pnarkably expreſs, and full to the main, of 
what has been advanced, I ſhall take the far- 
cher liberty to ſubjoin it to the account. It 
s on the ſubject of a ſinner's TOO to 
hriſt. Arminius's Works, Theſis 4.2. * 
= < Vocation to the participation of Chriſt, 
„ and his benefits, is the gracious act of 


| 


.B 
3 


= *® Vocatio ad communionem Chriſti & beneficiorum 
F<jus eſt gratioſa actio Dei qui homines tores reos con - 
demnationis & ſub dominio peccati conſtitutos, ex animalis 
A 1 vitæ conditione ex mundi hujus inquinamentis & corruptelis 
] A evocat, per verbum et ſpiritum ſuum ad vitam ſupernatu- 
1 ralem in Chriſto per 5 — & fidem conſequendam; 
8 F ut in illo quaſi cap 8 ag a Deo deſtinato & ordinato uniti, 
et beneficiorum 9 us communione frui queant ad gloriam 
1 Dei & i pſorum alutem, p. 310. Materia vocationis 
1 ſunt ws wy in animal: vita conſtituti, mundani, naturales, 
3 animales, peccatores. Terminus à quo vocantur eſt ſtatus 
tum vitz animalis tum peccati & miſeriæ propter pecca- 
1 tum, c. Terminus ad quem eſt ſtatus gratiæ ſeu boni 
ſupernaturalis & omnis benedictionis ſpiritualis communica. 
tio, quarum plenitudo in Chriſto eapite eſt item poteſtas 
E vis quin et affeftus communzcandi. ---- Finis proximus 
Y F | vocationis eſt ut Deum & Chriſtum ament timeant, ho- 
3 | norent, colant, obedientiamque in juſtitia et ſanctimonia 
It | veritatis juxta præſcriptum verbi divini præſtent vocantl 
Deo; & hac ratione firmam faciunt vocationem & elec- 
tionem ſuam. ---- Iſtius yers obedientiz partes universè trey 
35 conftituuntur à Theologis. Prima eſt pznitentia, vocatio enim 
. bis ccatorum as ſpoon 3 ſecunda eſt fides in Chriſtum & 
3 eum per Chriſtum, vocatio enim fit per evangelium quod 
8 Lell verbum fidei. Tertia eſt obſervatio mandatorum Dei in 
aua conſiſtit ſanctimonia vitæ, ad quam vocantur fideles et ſine 
9 Pa nemo videbit Deum, p. 311, 312. 
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God, in which by his word and ſpir 


calls ſinful men, obnoxious to condemna- | 
tion, and under the dominion of fin ; from i 


the condition of a natural life and the el. 9 


lutions and contagions of this world: to 
the obtaining a ſupernatural life in Chriſt, 


thro' repentance and faith; that being one 


in him as in their head, fu d and ordain d 
of God, they might be able to participate 
of his benefits to the glory of God and 
their own ſalvation” ---- And in his farther | 


explications © the object of this vocation | 
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are ſinful men called out of an eſtate of | 4 
ſin and miſery, &c. ---- And the ſtate to 
which they are called is a ſtate of grace or 
ſupernatural good, and the participation 
of every {| . bleſſing, of which 
there is a fulneſs in Chriſt the head, as 
alſo authority, and power, and diſpoſition, 3 
no leſs, to beſtow : --- that the immediate 
end of their vocation is, that they might 3 
love, fear, honour and worſhip God and 
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Chriſt ; and yield obedience in righteouſ- 


neſs, and true holineſs, (according to 


preſcription of the facred word,) to him 
that calls them; and in this way make 
their calling and elbcrion ſure. He adds, 


that divines univerſally allow this obedi- 
dience to conſiſt of three things. The 
4 is repentance; for it is the calling off 

« ſinners 
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. 
be. 
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ſinners to righteouſneſs. The ſecond is 
faith, in Chriſt and in God thro' Chriſt ; 


« for calling; is by the „which is the 
* word of 3 Tü W is the ob- 
« ſervance of the commands of God, in 
« which the ſanctity of life conſiſts, to 
« which believers are called, and without 
F< which no man fhall ſee God.” Nothing 
is needed more clear and expreffive, than 
X theſe ſeveral teſtimonies given, by which the 
X candid attender to them will be under a ne- 
x ceflity of allowing, that the doctrine of re- 
generation is not to be overlooked as the 
Y — opinion or favourite dogma of a 
party, but in very deed and truth, one of 
thoſe moſt neceſſary and momentous princi- 
ples of pure revelation which the adorable 

od has mercifully reveal'd for the benefit 
of ſinners confeſſed and allowed to be a 
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ſcripture doctrine by Arminius as well as 
| 3 Calvin, by the moderate, as well as them 


who think it right to adhere more cloſely to 
the Calvinian ſcheme. I cannot therefore 

= pofhbly conclude this head of enquiry better 
than in the words of the Reverend Doctor 
Wright. Could 1 now ſpeak with a 
* voice, that ſhould reach the whole world, 
* I would proclaim it ---- that whatever 
* nation men are of, or whateyer party 
C 4 < they 


( 40 ) 3 
* they belong to, and-whatever: their. figure | Y 
© or enn ee be here on earth, 
8 5 4 Fg again, they ſhall never t 
kingdom I Gal. It is at thy peril, 
665 =_— = whoever thou art, that heareſt or 
e readeſt theſe words, if thou dareſt to 
„ ſhew a diſguſt, or even a diſregard to 
„ them. This text ſtands in thy bible as 
*©. with an hand pointing to it; and a 
double ſeal ¶ veriiy verily] ſet upon it, 
ee that declares it one of the unalterable 4 
© edicts of heaven. Let the profaneneſs 
© of the world or the vain religion of 
<.the world, ſuggeſt what they will, if 
** thou art not born again thou art not in a 
© ſtate of ſalvation,” p. 26. 


Such is the account which theſe reverend 
and learned divines have given us of this 
great, this radicul principle of vital and prac- 
tical piety------and I have NC in the 
next place 

II. To ſubjoin to this enquiry, ſome re- 
preſentation of the importance of this Chri- 
ſtan attainment, in order to any man's en- 
tering on the miniſterial function. 
This is indeed fo felf-evident a matter from 
the very nature and reaſon of things, as well 
as from the ſpirit that breaths thro' the ſacred 


oracles, 


3 (41) 

oracles, that it may ſeem wholly needleſs, 
2 I ſhou'd addreſs myſelf to the formali- 
ties of a proof, but as it is ſo very inte- 
reſting an affair to the whole church of God, 
and is, what the generality of proteſtants, 
even proteſtant diſſenters of this age, ſeem 
too much to need the being awaken'd to a 
XX ſenſe of; I am greatly defirous, of having 
the force of the argument familiar, to the 
2X moſt common capacities; and therefore ſhall 
take the liberty of a few ſmall ſtrictures, 
which may ſerve to throw a ſufficiency of 
light. upon it, without too great a wearineſs 
of the candid readers attention-— 
“No one is fit for a miniſter of the goſ- 
= © pel, that is not a real Chriſtian” or, the 
grace of God is the leading and moſt eſſen- 
tial qualification for that moſt ſacred office 
and employment. A propoſition this, which 
a very ſuperficial and conciſe view of things 
will yield abundant evidence in the ſupport 
= of. An evangelical paſtor he is a com- 

= miſſioner of heaven----intruſted with the 
care of ſouls. ------ A: preacher of righteouſ- 
neſs------and of the way, the only way, 
which eternal wiſdom and grace has or- 
dain'd for the everlaſting ſalvation of ſinful 
men but what kind of guidance in the 


paths of life, can a number of inquiſitive 
| ſouls 


62) 


fouls e: 


beſt a ſtranger to 
yams” 


the main motives and ſpri 
— . -Wbhat care can 


„from one who has never ter-. I 
_ enquired the way forhinaſelf !---- How :' 4 1 
will righteouſneſs be preached by one, that 
is an entite ſtranger to the practiſe of it; at 
88 J 
e be 
to take of the ſouls of others, — 4 


— never had any prevailing ſenſe of the va- 1 


lue and of his own ? 


W, The aint 


1. The miniſterial _ conſiſts in Maas: 4 
eaking 17 the 


ty commiſſion is couch'd in that 


ing the goſpel of God. 


this heaven 
ſhort and fingle phraſe, preach the word. A 


miniſter is not at liberty to preach what 


he will” in the delivery of his meflage 
nothing is to be advanced as goſpel, which 
he does not find warrant for, in the facred 
volume. No ambaſſador of ſtate i is obliged 


to adhere ſo ſtrily to his inſtructions, no 
council at the bar to his brief; as a miniſter  ® 


of Chriſt ſhou'd adhere to his bible. For a 


In fine, 
what commiſſion can he be conceivedto have 1 

had from heaven, who is a ſtranger, 
an enemy to the God of heaven; a ſtranger ? 
to forgiveneſs, and an enemy to ſanctity But 
let the thought a little e een itſelf by an in- 


| people then to be emtertain'd with a courſe of t 


unſcrip- 


1 
1 


I ( 43 ) 
Nunſcriptural cbnjectures and opinions, fine 


ſpeculative reaſonings, and philoſophical de- 
= clamations, is for them, to be triſſed with in 
XZ ted of fraught and farved, in ſted of rengtb- 
en d, in the paths of virtue and religion. But 
what is the grand ſecurity againſt a ſerious 
Nothing, but a pious, a ſkilful, a conſcien- 
tious, that is a converted miniſtry. That 

piety and conſcientiouſneſs, which are the 
effects of regenerating grace, will command 
ga man's mind, unto a reverential regard of 
the doctrines that are really ſcriptural, and 
form his conduct, by a canon we are certain 

is apoſtolical. Keep that which is com- 
emitted to thy truſt, avoiding profane and 


vvain bablings and oppoſitions of ſcience 

( falfly ſo call d, which ſome profeſſing have 
X < erred from the faith.” 1 Tim. vi. 20. 

Ihe ends too of this celeſtial oommiſſion 

are as ſublime, as the meſſage itſelf is pre- 

= cioas, the great point of the ev ical com- 

= paſs which the Chriftian pilot ſhou'd ever 

ſteer by, is that he ſo preach as to be in- 

© ſtrumental of ſaving himſelf and them 

«© that hear him.” To awaken and con- 

1 vine the + mad to excite the convinced, to 

a2 deep and genuine repentance ; to open the 

door of faith, and hope, to the real peni- 


tent ; 


( 44) 

tent; to relieve the weary, and heavy-laden, 
in their enquiries after reſt ; to welcome the 
returning prodigal; as alſo to build up the 
goſpel convert, in his moſt —__ faith; and 
to encourage, and ſtrengthen his hands, in 
the paths of purity, in his way to heaven; 
are ſo many important points, which the 
{kill, induſtry, and zeal, of the preacher, 
ſhou'd be invariably directed by. But how 
vague, how ſuperficial and incompetent will 
the aſſiſtences of that teacher be, who is per- 
ſonally ignorant, and unacquainted with theſe 
divine effects, of the goſpel, on his own 
heart! and whoſe own ignorance tempts him 
to negleF, the moſt ſerious exerciſes of the 
Chriſtians mind, if not to brand them, with 
the faſhionable reproaches of weakneſs and 
enthuſiaſm ] a very little reflection will ſerve 
to evince, how good, and how expedient a 
thing it is, that the heart be eftabliſhed with 
R | 
_ Another material branch of the mini- 
ſerial work is, that of © being the tongue 
t of the congregation in their united ad. 
« drefles at - throne of- grace.” The liberty 
of free and unpreſcribed prayer in public 
worſhip, was, with our pious and venerable 
anceſtors, an article of the greateſt moment, 
and one very conſiderable reaſon of their 
* diſſent A 1. 
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diſſent from the public and eſtabliſh'd forms; 
and it is no ſtreſs our ſeparate congre- 
= oations' have ever ſince laid, on this branch 
= of Chriſtian liberty. The ſuffrage of ſcrip- 
ture and common ſenſe is evidently on our 
X fide herein, and the long and .continued ex- 
IX perience of the moſt ſenſible and devout 
X amongſt us, confirms the valuableneſs of this 
part of our religious privileges. A man's 
kill and capacity then, to expreſs his own, 
and his peoples humble and earneſt requeſts 
before God, in a diſtin, pertinent, full, ſa- 
# voury; and devout manner, has always been 
looked upon as a miniſterial giſt of the firſt 
magnitude; and I am perſuaded will be fo, 
as long as ſerious and real religion prevails in 
our Chriſtian aſſemblies: But it is the Hirit 
X of grace, that is a ſpirit of ſupplication. Zech. 
132. 10. The grace of God in the heart, is 
of main influence, in this part of our high 
and heavenly calling, to expreſs the various 
= exerciſes of a religious mind to repreſent 
the numerous doubts, difficulties Pate fears ; 
the inward conflicts, burthens, ſorrows and 
diſtreſſes, with their ſpecial ſources and 
= ſtrength----to ſet forth, the particular wants 
and weaknefles, oppoſitions and diſcourage- 
ments, which the Chriſtian feels to ſol- 
VE licit the divine aids and aſſiſtances, ſupplies 
= | and 
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A apo in ub aiiiinee;/ And ben duch 
evangelical topics, as are ſuited to excite 
the Chriſtians faith and holy affections 
t0 particularite alſo the great ſubjects of his 


occaſional ſpri ths. of His encouragement, 


of this fort can the Hor Ni from an 
unconverted mini lancholly in- 


diſappointed, 
ted of being ediſied, cheer'd and refreſh d. 


Nor can Tirecolle&t any one thing that is 
more radically prejudicial to the diſſonting 
intereſt, than the growing formality of this 
part of our public ſervices : the riſing gene- 
ration being by degrees wholly: uſed to the 
cold, languid, . prayers, of ſuch . . 
ers, the tranſition is very eaſy, from a more 
private to an eſtabliſhid form when our ſe- 
tion from the eſtablihment appears ſo 


little more than a nominal diſtinctien. 

3. It is no leſs expedient, that I mention 
the general tenor of a miniſters behaviour and 
e both in * church and in the 


world. 


4 
3 
* 


conſolation and joy; the ſtanding and more > 


thankfulneſs — praiſe is an article of q 


ſufficiency and At, is foon diſcovered Þ 
by the moſt intelligent part of our commu-—- 
nities, who return from he houſe. of prayer, 
d and diſcouraged ; in 


(47) 
world, Holy Writ is remarkably e L. 


123 ; and they 
' Smportance to Red hae: af 


. 


icular 
Societies, as — * to the credit of our holy 
Profeſſion in general. 

nn the church, the Chriſtian paſtor has a 
Fariety of duties, beſides the work of the 
| 

| 

| 


1 pulpit. He is a ſbep herd: and therefore un- 
er more than _ ties, fo take heed to 
bimſelf and all the flock, over which the Haly 
Obe has made bim an overſeer. Acts 20328. 
F here are the poor and neceffitous, the ſick 
4 and afflicted ; there are alſo the tempted, and 
3 I & _ of forrowful ſpirit, who need much of 
his prayers, ſympathy and advice: beſides 
his general attendance to the ſtate of his 
flock and charge, without which he will be 
very little able to preach to abet ſpiritual 
| 1 profit and advantage. 
Ne is a ward moreover it is required 
| 4 of  Jtewards that a man be found faithful. 
za Cor. 4. 2. And in what a number of in- 
ſtances is the greateſt miniſterial faithfulneſs 
ed not only in diſpenſing the myſteries 
= God, in rightly druiding the word of truth, 
but in reproving, rebukimg, 'exhorting, with 
all /ong-ſuffering and doctrine; not reſpetiing 
che perſon of the poor, nor honouring the per- 
| er l mins, ſo as in any caſe to jofer 
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n to be upon him, not ee thin ar by . 
222 or preferring one before ano | 
In ſine, he is a ſervant, the term mi. | 
ld beſpeaks- it, a ſervant of Chriſt, and 
of the church of God, for - Chriſt's fake: | 
and the ſervant of the Lord muſt not - ſtrive ; 
but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, pa- 
tient in meekneſs,” inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe 3 
themſetves. 2 Tim. 2. 24. And what with 
the weakneſs of ſore, and rough tempers 
of others the Chriſtian labourer finds a ſuf- 
- ficiency of exerciſe for all theſe-graces. Thus n 
the —.— teach. What a deſpicable fi- 
gure then, muſt that miniſter certainly ex- 
hibit, who is devoid of a principle of love 
to religion and the ſouls of men ! who feels 
nothing of that prevailing diſpoſition of 
te the ſoul to univerſal holineſs, which is 
0 produced and cheriſhed by the inſſuences 
„of God's. ſpirit”! To fuch an one, all 
grave and religious converſe is a painful bur- 
then; viſiting of the ſick and afflicted, is a 
gloomy taſk and his forced attention to. 
the ſorrows and complaints of awaken'd and 
afflicted conſciences is a diſtaſteful 'drudgery, 
which he will be ſure (what in him lies) to 
avoid. In a word, what faithfulneſs and 
impartiality, what forbearance and ſelf. de- 1 
_ or — tenderneſs. for the peace r 
Zion 


3 (ad) 
n when any Lifficulties ariſe, can be rati- 
43 13 from a man who has ſe le 
his governing principle, and whoſe perſo- 
reputation and authority, nay, his caprice 
d humour are dearer to him by far, than 
peace and Proſperity of the Church of 

od! 

; 4 In the World- too as WY as in the 
hurch, the conduct of a goſpel-muniſter | is 
1 f the greateſt ſignificancy. It is expected 

I dth by God and man that his behaviour be 
Pore than merely moral: The divine in- 
1 nction runs: ©: Be thou an example of the 
believers in word, in converſation, in cha- 
rih, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity. In all 

| things ſhewing thyſelf a pattern of good 
works ; in doctrine ſhewing uncorruptneſs, 

& gravity, fincerity.” 1 Tim. iv. 12. 
Tit. ü. 7. Such a fincerity, ſolidity, and 
A 2 are highly requiſite in the whole of 
X is deportment, as may evidence him to be 
wan for another world, and that his heart 

gs ſet upon promoting ſerious and vital godli- 

1 . 1 the ways he can. How fad and 
Waclancholy is it then, to ſee ſo many, that 
4 ear this ſacred character, putting them- 
Elves at the head of parties of pleaſure, 
king delight in the faſhionable diverſions, 
1 ene and gayeties of life; and there- 
= D by, 


— 28 
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4 
,. too plainly proclaiming that they _ 
Boerne Mor than lovers of God. 
What friendly eye, without a flood of tears | 
what parent's eye, without a bleeding heart, 
can look upon our lovely blooming youth, 
embolden'd by by the example of their guides, 
and ſpecious names of innocent 20 1 
ruſh eagerly and far above contronl, on the 
moſt hazardous, bewitching, fatal ſnares | L 
5 It is no wonder (adds a late 8 
« worthy divine) ons ſhou'd be 
oy . of ſuch eee becauſe they b 
* propheſy ſmooth things, ſuch as are ſuitable 
to their inclinations and gay tempers : but 
« it is well if many have not cauſe to cr 
* them to all eternity.” Rev. Dr. O Hughes 4 
ord. fer. for Jollie, &c. p. 34. | AY 
Thus then I reſt the evidence of Tm I 
t, „that rhoſe who ch to other: 
Fold be 3 Chris themſelves. 4 
And I corre& myſelf for purſuing it ſo far] p 
as I have, when it has been fo ently 
inculcated both from the pulpit and the 
preſs, in a much mo manner than is now 
pretended to. e performance of chil 
fort I ſhall a oe La to mention, as 1% 
comes from a quarter, we have been left 
uſed to expect them. And ſuch a ſpirit off 
* Chriſtian ſeriouſneſs and 55 | 
breath 


(310 
SSreath's thro' the whole, as ſeems to indi- 
che reverend author to be a ſcribe well 


| mitradted: unto the kingdom of Heaven, 
A ſermon - preach'd at Plymouth, at the 
echdescon's viſitation, June 1, 1750, by 
cal take my leave therefore of this part 


oY 1 f my ſubject, with annexing the ſentiments 


r chat ingenious and eminent divine, the 
Y yerend Dr. William Bates his works, fol. 
h . 841. — © Sincere godlineſs and true 
BF holineſs is the divine part of a miniſter, 

without which, all other accompliſh- 
u ments, are not likely to be effectual for 


the end of the miniſtry, that is, to 


co ate ſinners out of the kingdom of 
. FF darkneſs into the kingdom of God's dear 
us ſon, Conyerfion is the ſpecial work 
of divine grace, and it is molt likely, that 
„God will uſe thoſe as inſtruments in that 


a: bleſſed work who are dear to him, and 

== carneſtly defire to glorify him. Let a 
== miniſter be maſter of natural and artificial 
WE eloquence, let him underſtand all the ſe- 
cret ſprings of perſuaſion, .let him be fur- 
® niſhed v with learning and knowledge, yet 
he , not likely to ſucceed in his divine 
employment without ſanctifying grace. 
W It A that gives him a tender 515 of the 
| D 3 worth 


0 320 


„ worth of ſouls, that warms his dean 
_ 1+ with ardent vequeſts to God, and with 4 
.** zealous affections to men, for their falva- 
% tion. el Beſides, an unholy miniſter un- f 4 
«© ravels in his actions his moſt accurate diſ. 3 
.« courſes in the pulpit, and like a carbuncle 43 1 
4. that ſeems animated with the light and 
+. heat of fire, but is a cold dead ſtone ; off 
% tho' with appearing earneſtneſs he may x 
«urge. men's duties upon them, yet he 1 
cold and careleſs in his own practice, and 


« his example enervates the efficacy of hi 


4 


«© ſermons.” - I 
By this time I perſuade myſelf it ſuffci- 1 
| ently appears ---- That regeneration is a 


religious reality; not a matter of ſpecula- 
« tion, but a matter. of fact --- that this 
« © heavenly grace is fundamental to all ge- + 
% nuine and practical Religion --- that this I 
10 Chriſtian attainment. is the moſt eſſential 1 
de qualification for miniſterial work — and 
therefore, that it is abundantly evident toll J # | 
te the moſt common capacity, that none but 
ſuch as are thus divinely qualify d, ought 1 ＋ 
in cbriſtian conſcience or prudence, to be Wl 
1 admitted into our ſeminaries of learning, 


% and aſſiſted in their ſtudies for ſo ſacred 
an . DIY 


. 
. 


1 
And do the inſpired writings, che urũted 
ffrage of ingenious and eminent divines, 
L d the nature of the thing too, all conſpire 
remove the leaſt heſitation from the mind, 
Ind fix theſe things as indubitable verities 
pen us? THlow loudly then, Chriſtian 
1 1 riends and fellow Proteſtants, are we called 
Þpon to give our moſt ſerious and active at- 
ntions to them? Are we obliged to own 
he principles, or to diſpenſe with the dictates 
f our bibles, and common ſenſe? Is the 
evidence ſo plain and cogent, as to leave an 
Irreſiſtable conviction upon us ? We have 
Ihen aſſfuredly the only warrantable, and 
Fruly Ohriſtian plan before us, on which 
e whole of our religious conduct and 
meaſures ſhou'd be form'd; as ever we pro- 
poſe" real ſervice to our generation, the ad- 
ancement of piety, the thanks of our fel- 
Now Chriſtians, and the commendation and 
4 leſſing of the moſt High on our en- 
„ eavours. 
17 May our ꝛills in this caſe follow the lat 
Hictates of our underſtandings indeed! and 
he ſeveral parties amongſt us be prevail'd 


- 
= 


pon to form their general cares and conduct 
or the public good, upon ſo ſcriptural; fo 

= ational, and ſo ſolid a baſis as this common 
4 rincile of * is! | 
* D 3 With 


_ (s) 


With the chearful hope, of being herd 4 
with candour and 3 I procced _ 4 F 


at tft 
III. To take my ue with 2 ſerious, free, | 
end addteſs; and q »” 
Firſt, To our reverend and worthy gen- AF 

'Gettien and fathers, who are employing their A 
ſu ee nant» ee in our 4 


tion, W 
—_— of lite : and in in a faithful Re by =} 4 
gent diſcharge your duty, you may 
chearfully expect the moſt p eſteem | [ 


4 


_ ood men, the: countenance 8+ 
J — 
ee of grace at th of ly” 
dS co 


permit me, gentlemen, : Want ed re- 5 . 


mia rg T bat. your undertaking is 2 
| « med. fl mn and weighty truſt.” It every 3 
is a ſteward, in the particular 
placed him ſtewards at 1 and if 

are 8 arge; 3 * 7 
12 fucks 7 is neceſſary in all ſuch, 


e 
Chriſtian 2 
* over which Providents has 
much 3 


660 
te Well done, good and faithful ſervants? 


* form the truly Chriſtian reſolution, and 
determine by the grace of God to'abide 
: by it, never knowingly to admit any youth 
© (with this view) under your tuition, but 
e ſuch as truly fear God, ſuch, who, upon 
vour ſober judgment as Chriſtians and di- 


0 vines, you can conſcientiou fly conclude ti 
© are really - born again. Without this, 


there is certainly an error at the foundation, 


and all the {kill and application of the moſt 


judicious and accompliſh'd inſtructors will, 
as to the main end be labour loſt, or at beſt, 
of moſt dubious and uncertain effect. Your 
eminent talents and acquirements, and a lau- 
dable zeal of being extenſively uſeful, have 
entitled you to the confidence of the body of 
Diſſenters; but what ſhou'd we think of the 
moſt: ſkilful and ingenious lapidary, was he 
to expend his time, and exquiſite art, indiſ- 
criminately, on the precious jewel, and the 
common pebble? or what eſtabliſh d repu- 
tation cou d the architect expect, who is able 
indeed to erect the moſt beautiful and juſt 
proportionꝰd fabric, but was notorious, for 
neglecting his foundation, or the quality of 
its materials? I am very ſenſible, gentle- 
men, in the preſent ſtate of things, you have 
* difficulties to encounter --- _ man 


i % | has 


1 — 
Sas his particular friends to oblige --- a large 
| Dumber of pupils is lucrative and reputable," 
and to incur the imputation of rigidity 
ad want of charity, is worſt of all. But 
hat profeſſion or uſeful by 2 are 
nere not difficulties in? If there were 
one; there wou! d be no trial of that Chriſ- 
ian virtue Farthfulneſs. ---- Every ingenuous 
and grateful mind, wou'd willingly oblige 
us friend, but he no way deſerves that ſa- 
cred title, who inſiſts upon a man's violating 
nis conſcience to pleaſe him; nor do we, I. 
believe, often ſind, that a friendſhip fo pur- 
chaſed is worth the poſſeſſion. The primi- 
tive teachers of truth had an anſwer ready in 
all ſuch caſes : © Whether it be right in the 
abt of God, to hearken unto you more than 
Goa, judge ye. Acts iv. 19. | 
I There is a pleaſure, and may be ſome 
= worldly advantage in a large number of ſtu- 
dents; but he that has no higher end than 
his own vanity or gain, in ſuch an under- 
taking, is very unworthy of the confidence 
and credit of it. However I am not per- 
ſuading you to leſſen your numbers, rather 
may they be abundantly increaſed ! but may 
it be only with ſuch as appear duly, 7. e. di- 
vinely qualified for it. Numbers, in this 
caſe, will reflect a luſtre on their tutors, and 
: | agreeably 


pio 
affected philanthropy which blinds the 
of diſtinction, between the precious de 
vile, the virtuous and the vain ; which 
tempts us to admit men — 


— 


: (59) 
ne expence of our ſcripture-xnowledge, out 
Wintcgrity and even our ſenſes, can never be 
trueſt charity to ourſelves and to others, 
engages us to that diſc of our - 
42 ive duties, which we can r upon 
with pleaſure on a dying pillow, and which 
vill embalm our memories with the wiſe and 
good, when time, as to us, ſhall be no 
rr 358 N 
1 an free, gentlemen, in urging this 
matter upon you, purely from a perſuaſion, 
chat you will find your accounts in it, and 
dur Chriſtian communities will reap the ad- 
* vantage. In fervent charity, I commend 
you to the favour, the aids, and the bleſſin 
of him, who has faid, © Be thou fai 
= *5* unto death, and Iwill give thee a crown 
Bp ET ea DE 
Secondly, To you, reverend and 'worthy 
gentlemen, the managers and ſupporters of 
= our-ſeveral diſſenting ſeminaries. Give me 
leave to obſerve; You are no leſs concern'd in 
= the ſerious ſubject I am upon. Vour thoughts 
and your cares are employ'd in the moſt 
noble, moſt honourable, and truly Chriſtian 
= deſign; without a proviſion of this nature, 
numbers of our congregations maſt have 
tiſperſed for want of inſtructors; your ge- 
8 nerous 


Ä 
III 


( bo ) * 


intitle you therefore to the moſt 


annual liberalities of the living, and the ge- 


nerous and unwearied concern for the public 


eſteem, throughout all the churches. 1 * 
Indulge me with the freedom of -addre(- 
ang you, as principult in this affair; to you 
is intruſted the right application both of the 9 


PAY, kay ww * 4 


nerous bequeſts of the dead. $5058. e 1 : c 


part of thoſe that are educated for 


encouragement.; and it is in virtue of your 
| credentials and recommendation, that our 


young candidates are invited : into the pulpits I q 
of our deſtitute aſſemblies; and many of 


. == 
.—< 7 
S mi- 1 | \ 
=_ 


niſtry, are propoſed to your approbation and 7 


them are ſo highly opinionated-i in favour'of 


a miniſter who comes thus recommended, 
that I fear in ſome inſtances, they have pro- 


ceeded to too haſty a ſettlement of him 


amongſt them. How great, how ſacred a 
neceſſity then, is laid upon you, gentlemen, 
to ſee thoroughly to the furniture, divine, and 
human, which they are poſſeſs d of, who 
are thus recommended | my ſingle lea 3 is, 
that it be ſufficiently ſeen to, that they are 
Chriſtians, and that it be Go to in time, 10 
that a fruitleſs expence may be prevented, as 
well as the ſubſequent infelicity of an uncon- 


verted miniſtry avoided. The gentleman 


and the ſcholar are * characters; but 


they 


Prey are the mere ſhell of a goſpel-miniſter 
achout the Chriſtian. Is converſion a rea- 

iy? is there in fact ſuch a divine effect of 
| e goſpel on the hearts of individuals? and 
it one great end of a goſpel preach'd, 
SShus- to convert ſinners from the error of 

heir ways, into the paths of undiſſembled 
c aith and purity? Surely then it is no mat- 
er of indifference ; ſurely it muſt be a 
momentous point of conſcience, with all that 
ear the moſt high God, ſtrictly to adhere 
co this one principle in all proceedings and 
conduct of this nature] It muſt be a moſt 
dangerous overſight and neglect, for any to 

ſuffer themſelves knowingly to depart from 
it. What does it favour of leſs than preſump- 
tion to attempt the qualifying them to bear 
office in the church, whom the king of 
Zion has not qualified for a private ſtation 
therein? - Suppoſe our rightful ſovereign on 


» BY 
2 


the throne, was to iſſue out a commiſſion to 
his old experienced generals, whereby they 
= were intruſted with the care of educating a 
number of youth, who were to be commiſ- 
ſion'd officers in the royal army or fleet; 
and in the execution of this their. truſt 
they were to be quite indifferent, whether 
W the youth they received were loyal to their 
prince, or arrant rebels and enemies, in their 


heart 


F 


(62 a 
heart againſt him; what ſhou d we think of 
the fidelity: of ſuch commiſſioners ? what 
8 apprehenſions wou d ſcize every truly 

ritiſn heart, at fo imminent _ A nt 
danger 
cou d 


of his country's ſafety? for what 

in- this caſe be in time of 1 

war, but that our forces and our fleets, thoſc ll 
bulwarks of the land,  wou'd betray their 
truſt and revolt to the enemy ? Wound it 
not be thought of the greateſt importance S 
to our king and-country,” that ſuch a com- 1 

miſſion ſhou'd take pains in being aſſured of if 

their pupils loyalty, as well as in wel- ground- ll 
ing them in the principles of the = 
art? The application is eaſy---I am however 
aware it may be here objected, “ That the 8 
2 Nr in hand is of a ſpiritual, a 7 
ce refined, ' and therefore of a lets obvious | mT 
ce nature, that the greateſt divine may be 
e miſtaken in his judgment of the ſtate of a N 
A 
4 


man's heart.” —- The heart is indeed a | 
ſecret thing locked up from human eyes, 
and it is the 4 of Heaven alone to 
ſearch it: Nor is it required of you, gente: | 
men, either by or man, that you 
ſhou d be * Tay yet it is required of! 1 
every ſteward, that he be found faithful; 
and a man of integrity, whatever truſt he 
takes upon him, engages to act to he 0, 


( 63) 
bis knowledge and 7 af 2 Tn," 
$ ching more than t is required i in the 
N eſent caſe; I wou'd be far from > urging 
uncharitable, and 


certainly. 


2 t, ſo is the e. Chriſtian N 
etion and conduct. Where there is an in- 
ausous frankneſs of heart, attended with 
Wumility, modeſty, and inquiſitiveneſs after 
Knowledge, * with a prevailing ſeri- 
Huſneſs of ſpirit, and apparent conſcienti- 
ſe * influencing the 
and deportment ſuch a youth, it is 
8 + OT to be 1 for 
e- 958 ance pride, ignorance 
. * levity, Wy or n 
5 
* 1 may be farther given in plea, « That 
= tho' a 1 does not appear fraught with 
a real principle of piety at his admiſſion, 
yet before he has 'd his ſtudies, he 
may have a better ſenſe of things.” Os 


© 
0 
e 


bn. Sw. Mode tees rod A Ee MEE DAS 2. d e | 
; — So SE ' r 1 nn FOR 

> | - os _ * Me 

Et FI „„ Shad . 


\\ 


_  poſlible, 5 may Have been the. caſe ; 
put it is at leaſt as 


party of his - fellow-ſtudents; who pride 


lectures of their tutors, have learnt ſuffici- 
ently to diſcountenance all ſober and ſerip- 


faſhionable ſtigma of Cant and Enthuſiaſm 
aſſemblies have of a ſuitable ſupply by gen- 


are perſonally made, without giving the 


yourſcives ? Indulge me, while I — | 4 


(463 
le; and 1 fear, much I | 


more frequently the caſe, that ſuch a youth 
by this ti e is to be found at the head of a 
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themſelves with deſpiſing the: moſt judicious | 


ig **, 


n — 
be * * ” Fr 4 
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tural opinions with the witty ſneer of Or- 
thodoxy, and all religious practices of thoſe | 
that have a better ſenſe. of things; with. the 
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And how promiſing a proſpect our deſtitute | 


* Or” * f 8 * 


tlemen of this caſt, needs no great 9 
to determine. 

What has been uber vod as a = difficulty 
on our tutors, recurs as a matter that no leſs 
affects you, gentlemen, that are managers and 


- ſupporters of our academies; ©. You have al 


your reſpective friends to oblige your 
« friends to recommend; and there is no re- 
« fuſing a recommendation when applications tl 


« greateſt offence by ſuch a refuſal.. But 
will not a little prudence and reſolution, ſuf. 


ficiently obviate this difficulty, and make 
the matter very eaſy, both to the tutor and 


few Wl 


(65) 
4 lars that occur to preſent thought; 
ich your ſuperior and deliberate judg- 
| MW == with eaſe ripen into a 3 
wt estenſtwe ſer vice. 
4 Might it not be lad down a « rule never 
be departed from, that the tutor never 
a = mit any into the number of his pupils 
= n bis own private opinion of fitneſs; 
1 refer all that offer themſelves to him, to 
united examination and judgment? 
his will remove a conſiderable branch of a 
ocientious tutor's cares, which every wiſe 
modeſt man will be e, at NT 
che fame account - 0: 200 nu 2107 
No candidate ſhou'd be admitted upon 
kexamination and recommendation of the 
ge Frcloman that propoſes him, but let there 
rays be a committee form d, of a ſufficient 
ber, who ſhall be allow'd. to examine 
together and apart, with that care and 
nfcientiouſneſs lich the importance of 
| buſineſs requires And might there 
wt, with the: greateſt propriety be a method 
ten, of knowing the ultimate opinion of 
2 examiners, * the particular ſenti 
ts of each. individual are concealed, and 
s admiſſion, | or refuſal, be thus invariably 
: 33 by the vote of the majority. 
4 proceeding of this ſort can never be held 
E contemptible, 


(6) ; 
rtemptible; - While . fs event all 4 


ination] Y 
9 — that. » lado S 
they art in their ſtudies > Youth a 7 
po car: 4 continued aver andi a great * 
than the tutor alone can exerciſe; uſpecialii 
at an age when moſt are apt to think the 
— — a frtquency d 
thoſe committees for examination to be I £ 
more abfGhitely-hetedary. In all which 
three things 2 — conceive ſhou * 
_ attended! ri en than ingerticial wail 
beſides that, of their ciency in hum- 1 4 
literature. af e the religiqus qus-prin 
ate, which they imbibe: Anather! 10. 
what of the ſerious Chrittian they maintai 
while they are proteliadhy. „ the 
ſcholar and the divine: And a third, whit 
is the tenor of their deportment and 5 
viour in the family and abroad. Vouth anf 
prone to be flighty when they are from un. 
det the inſpection of their ſuperiors; anc 
the mere ſtudent, whoſe heart is devoid d 
a Commend of f Pet, is as extravagant in hi 


reer eation5 


Py 
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TS) 
-atiar a bis | folly: vaches' as near to 
ade as can bewelliequall'd/ throughout 
Ae mathe, Hut may the day ne- 
\* ee wuth of ſo viciated and 
ptaved a taſte, ſhall find admittance into 
4 a ;ofs: out diffenting ſeminaries, - or be 
untenanced and continued when once 
covered ! Yet inſtantes of this kind muſt 

Wo <xpected amongſt us, if we are ſuperfi- 
ie in our enquiries after every thing but 
er learning, eſpecially when they have been 
ed, without the ng thing needful. 
l ak but of ane thing more which de- 
res the name af an objection; and that is, 
che ſreining hardſhip and uncharitableneſs 
of denying a yduth education for the mi- 
niſtry, that expreſſes a ſtrong inclination 
a for-that arduous and honourable _— 
west: ut is it not the trueſt charity, to 
wort a perſon's mind from an undertaking 
pears intirely unſuitable for? to divert 
band, but ill-grounded inclination in time, 
2 _ e. . he has time before him, for 
g the knowledge of ſome uſeful art, 
0 lion, wherein he may be of conſi- 
erahle ſervice in his generation ?-Befides, is 
got this unbounded: charity to individuals, 
e greateſt cruelty to whole communities ? 
Do are the wolves in ſheep's clothing, = 
E 2 


ven. - 5 * 
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paſſionate Jekis cautions bil 
diſciples: againiſt, but ambitious, worldly.) 
minded and graceleſs .pretenders and ink 
truders into the miniſterial: office? and ca 1 
the avowed and moſt active friends of ui 
and the churches allow themſelves, u 
any pretence whatever, to be inſtrume 


Ne V hem? 
— uis uli funde temperet a tnceymis? 


Vet Luther if it is ſo an to 
exerciſe this faithfulneſs to a youth at his ad 1 
miſſion, what muſt} it be, to deſert him 
when he has finiſhed his ſtudies? the re- 
putation of his tutor, the humanity ani 
compaſſion - of | thoſe that have been hill 4 
friends hitherto, and his preſent unfitneſs to 
enter upon any other calling in life, ſeem to q 0 
unite their earneſt pleas in his favour. 
Some proviſion muſt be made for him, 
ſome recommendation muſt be given him, 
but where, and what ? --- without the moit 
cruel and uncharitable impoſition upon ſome 
credulous, injudicious, paſſive community or Wl 
other. May integrity and uprightne\ 
preſerve us! Has it not the moſt ſenſible 
effect, even upon the animal frame, to view 
this gloomy piece of pi&ureſque ? For cha- 
"a 2 rity 


| ( wy - 
the wiſe and com 


>, a 
rake; gentlemen; neceſſitate ſuch youth 
make a timely choice, of ſome ſecular 
'Wnployment ; in charity to our reverend 
btors ſereen them from the diſcredit of ſuch 
3 pils ; in charity to our country congrega- 
4 ons, expoſe them not to the infelicity and 
Miſchief of ſuch incompetent inſtructors : 
a in charity to yourſelves determine reſo- 
tely ſo to act in this affair, as to keep a 
14 Cience void of offence both towards 
od and man, and that you may reflect 
pon the whole of your management with 
unmixt religious pleaſure. 
& Thirdly,” It is expedient that in the next 
Place I apply myſelf to all our religious 
I Wommunities 1 2 the land. It is for 
our ſervice that the reverend and worthy 
4 zentlemen I have been with a well- meant 
] Y eedom addreſſing, are employing their 
| 1 r e cares, e and 414 for 
Four fakes they are laying themſelves out in 
his laudable and important way. But it is 
he common” cauſe of religion that I am 
pleading, and wou'd therefore with the 
Lreateſt earneſtneſs beſpeak the common and 
bs A zealous attention of all that have its ſacred 
Intereſts at heart; and in an affair of ſo ex- 
a * dev a nature, nothing leſs than this will 
de adequate to your preſent and future exi- 
E 3 gencies. 


| (@) 1 
gencies. Thanks be to Ged, that even i in! 3 3 
this thoughtleſs, lifeleſs day, there are ſome 
public ſpirits to be ſbund, ſome worthy mi- 
niſters and-gentlemen amongſt us, eſpecially 
in the metropolis of the nation, who are {till 
animated with the truly Chriſtian ambition 
of ſeeking the good of our Britiſh Iſrae, ly 
who are Vieſſed with a prudent and piou Wl 
forethought, and are perſevering in ſuch hl 
wiſe ity well-conducted meaſures, as have 
been crown'd in many inſtances, with the 4 
deſired ſucceſs; but 2 unreaſonable is s . 
that an expence and trouble of this kind, SE 

ſhou'd entirely devolve upon the hands and 8 
hearts of a few individuale? What obliga- 

tions ate theſe honourable patrons of religion 8 
and learning under more than others? 1 
they are She, pi ſerving their eration 1 
bt the will of od are — the Ficred ties 
as great upon * to do the like? Andſ 
indeed how prepoſterous is it to expect that 3 J 
their moſt active and generous endeavours, 
can ever be ſufficient 'to ſupply the church's 
neceſſities, throughout the nation? It 
found in fact they are not ſufficient; our 
deſtitute afſemblies's are many, (as it hath been 
already obſery'd) and yet the bulk of our 
Chriſtian ſocieties reſt as indolent and inſen- 
ſible af this branch of duty and diſcretion ſ 


(72x) 
if the father of mercies had promiſed to 
3 J 3 rovide for them by miracle, and had no 
„nere connected the prudent and active 
3 aſe N with —— attainment of the 
All But has not his conſuminate wiſdom 
one 10 in this, and every other caſe? 
3 —— is this leſs, than a moſt criminal 
2 a ſinning our: own and our 
ldren's pos abi ! Suffer yourſelves 
3 pfefore; Fellow-Chriſtians, to be awaken'd 
a due ſenſe of ſo material and immediate 
1 duty. How highly expedient, how abſo- 
iely neceflary is it that every congregation 
city and country, ſhou'd look upon them- - 
ſelves, as concern d, and that every 
3 ndividual Chriſtian, in his ſphere, ſhou'd be 
iy 3 Wading His:mite for the general good. The 
4 * : __—— is evidently univerſal, while there 
56 1 s not a Chriſtian aſſembly amongſt us, that 
4s at preſent moſt ſuitably. and happily ſup- 
at I plied, can afſure themſelves of the continu- 
Hance of the inſtrument of their proſperity ; 
che ſovereign arbiter of life may ſoon leave 
chem as ſheep without a ſhepherd ; many 
1 fuch awful inftances of his Tan have of 
late years been upon us! And -wou'd not 
ene and all, upon the demiſe of their pre- 
ſent able and faithful ifiſtructors willingly 
| 2 their places ſupplied with ſuch as will 
| E'4 walk 


| (7) . 
walk in their ſteps ? It is our. invaluable i 
privilege, -/as Diffenters, to have the free 
choice of our ſpiritual guides, but the -privi- ic 
lege ſubfides, where-no candidates are ready, 
that are worthy our choice. Things are al- 
ready at ſuch a paſs with us, that in inſtances i 
not a few, our congregations have been ne- 
ceſſitated to take up with ſuch as they 
cou d obtain, rather than ſuch; as in their 
judgment they can cordially approve. And A 4 
how ſhou'd it be otherwiſe, - while there is lf 
not the leaſt foreſight exerciſed, the leaſt i 
meaſure taken, the leaſt concern ſhew'd 


4 


about a future ſupply, till their preſſing 
neceſſities are ſuch, that they muſt diſperſe 
without one. This is a very ſober and af- 
fecting truth, and one of the ſad and 
ſtriking proofs, that we are retired many 
degrees backward from the wiſdom and zeal 
of our forefathers. _ -- 
I am aware of the trite and trivial plea, 
that our country communities are ſo ſmall, 
and the ſubſtantial among them fo few, that | 
it is not without conſiderable difficulty they 
can comfortably provide for their preſent 
teachers, without being at any additional 
expences on this or any other account.----- 
I make no difficulty of admitting this, in 
many inſtances to be true; but it is no 25 
ko 0, 


* 
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that ſome hundreds of our congregations 
large towns and populous villages are as 
Neu capacitated to ſupport their miniſters, 
a ert themſelves liberally on other occa- 
ns too, as many are in the metropolis it- 
e, and there are indeed but few Chriſtian 
eeties, but what have ſome individuals 
Pong them, who had they inclinations an- 


erable to their abilities, wou'd make no 
cculty of an handſom contribution once 
de year at leaſt, to fo good, fo great, and 
intereſting a deſign. And I can't hel 

14 ttering myſelf, that a great number of a E 
ad well diſpoſed Chriſtians, that now look 
on themſelves as little concern'd with an 
Mir of this nature as the inhabitants of the 
1 dies, upon a proper and thorough repre- 
y ntation, and Gaal application made on 
| is account, might be eaſily induced, readily 


nad cheerfully to promote ſo neceſſary and 
„ good a work. If the preſent eſſay is a 


|, MMncans of exciting miniſters and others to a 
t hecoming activity in this reſpect, and of 
y eeparing ſuch fincere and well diſpoſed 
it 


Fiends of religion, to a friendly reception of 


ach applications, one confiderable part of 
y preſent pains will be agreeably anſwer'd. 
n 


| And I am animated with the pleaſing 
Pope to which J join moſt ardent prayers to 
= , F the 


(2 „ 4 
the moſt high, char it will not be altogether 
a labour in vain. 
1 ſhall, only; add, that the. alleft w. 
reſt of our churches may greatly contri.| "» 
E general — as it is nat mere) 
2 nr prhaps _ the augmentation 
requiſite, but a 1 
I On, Laab herd for admiffion to 
academical inſtruction; there is ſome en. 
iry, ſome ſtrict and cloſt enquiry neceſ- 1 
N a after a ſufficient number of ſenſible, 
ſober, modeſt and truly pious youth, ſuch 
as appear ſenſible of the nature and impor·- 
tance of what they are undertaking, ſuch 
whoſe hearts appear ſeaſon'd with the n 7 
of God, whole inclinations and views ſeem 
directed i in truth, by a zeal for his glory, 
and the good of. — ſouls; whoſe 
higheſt N is to be good themſelves, 
= to be inſtruments of making others ſo; 
ſuch as will make conſcience of bending 
their ſtudies in the purſuit of ſolid and uſefull 
literature, becauſe they wou'd be ſerviceable 
in after life. And ſuch are to be found moſt 
frequently in the loweſt ſtations of life, and 
among thoſe communities which are leaſt 
able to aſſiſt them: but by the contributions 
of the opulent and good, which I have been 
en our public exhibitions might be 


extended 
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..-adcc beyond the preſent ordinary and 
ed limits, as the deſtitute circumſtances 
a - candidate may require: and by this 
ans a difficulty which has (as to many) 


l en inſuperable, might be eahily obviated, 
aa way made for the claſſical and acade- 
ical learning of ſuch as however promiſing 

b ſenſe, 


—_ 


themſelves for ſeriouſneſs and goor 
1 ſuppreſs their warm 
ad pious defires of the miniſtry, meerly 


een capable of anſwering the extra- charges 
hich wou d have attended their years of 
ron. But leaving this, and all other par- 
<< cular _— to the prudence and care of 
he churches: what I wou'd leave warm 

„pon my readers heart are the preſſing 
wants of our religious communities 
wcqhe abſolute neceſſity of more general ef- 


forts and more effectual meaſures for 
g their ſupply----the expediency of edu- 
ul RF cating a greater number of ſtudious youth 
lech for the ſacred employment and the 
it WE need there is of the [generous contribu- 
(EF tions of ſuch as are able, to fo good a 


© deſign ---- and as the matter of greateſt 
conſequence of all; that the utmoſt care 
© be taken in reſpect to the leading quali- 
fications of all thoſe, that are encouraged 
| «K in 
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6 in their ations for ſo momentous 2 
te ſervice . and I hope it has been made 
* with ſome evidence to appear, that the 
* ſpecial ſeaſon of exerciſing this important 
t care is at the admiſſion of our youth into 
ce gut ſeminaries of academical education 
5, that this is the critical ſeaſon, when it i; 
ee chiefly in the power of conſcientious tu. 
te tors and managers to prevent the diſqua . 
“ lified from intruding into the ſacred of. 
e fice: and that the enquiring out, and 
*© recommending ſuch as deſerve encou- 
**, ragement challenge the general cares o 
«the churches of Chriſt.” And was I 
{kill'd in all the arts of juſt and powerful 
perſuaſion; was I maſter of the moſt for-. 
cible eloquence, had I the tongue or pen 
of an angel, to urge and fix a general at- 
tention to theſe things, the nature and im- 
portance of the ſubject wou d richly de- 
ſerve them: But humbly conſcious of 2 
total incapacity for any thing of this kind, 
I muſt leave this plain and artleſs repreſen- 
tation of matters to the ſerious confidera- 
tion and judicious improvement of th: 
wiſe and good, and cloſe this feeble, well- 
meant eſſay, with my moſt fervent prayers, 
that the God of all power and goodneſs, 
may awaken the preſent generation of if 
W profeſſors 


& 


W 
"Feflots to 1 ſuitable ſenſe of bath their 
Wi rivileges and duties ---- that in the courſe 
his adorable and good providence, ſuch 
4 Ray be. raiſed up to take the ſacred of- 
ee upon — he 3 bleſs, and make 
Me ments o turning many to 
— 22 and of anſwering all the 

* ends of his wiſdom. and grace in the 
Porld.— That he will | pleaſe to accept 
Ind ſucceed this humble attempt for the 
j Wcomotion. of religion and the proſperity of 
ee churches; and it will yield an un- 
IF I: cal 15 ſatisfaction to one, whoſe intire 
11 e roughout the whole, has been to 
Pre ak to the public as an honeſt 
end „ Chriſtian. 
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be wich the Epiſtle to the Galktians I 
and from thenceforward to the end of the 1 
Revelation? In the Form of a Faraphraſe 
With: Qccafional Notes in their wer 
Places, for further tion, and ſerious 
Recollections at tlie Cloſe of every Chapter. 


of the -Principat' Things Re” in the 


Paraphraſe, eſpecially in the Notes, of this 1 
and the two forefer "Yeung." By Jon A 


N. B. Some of the two former Volumes 1 
may be had, to compleat Sets. 


| Juſt Publiſhed, 

The eighth Edition of a Practical Diſ- 
courſe of God's Sqvereignty, with other ma- 
terial Points derived thence, viz. of the 
Righteouſneſs of God, of Election, of Re- 
demption, of effectual Calling, of Perſeve- 
rance. By Eliſha Cole's. Price 1 Bade 2s. 6d. 

Sixty-four Practical Sermons, by the late 


the Goſpel, in — Street, London; 
Printed 
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E Kinted at the carneſt Defire of the auge 
tion, and others that were his occafional 
I carers; to which are added, The Con- 
ion of Faith delivered at his Ordination | 
the Miniftry ; and a Diſcourſe” on the 
eo holding faſt the Form of ſound 
| Yor, In- three wanne Price bound 
9 r 
7 N. B. "Theſe ereus abe of a obne 
Z ct, and very proper to be read in Fa- 
7 The third ee . be had 
ene: Price bound J. FL of 
A compleat- Concordints: to the: Holy 
iptures of the Old and New Teftament 
Y two Parts, to which is added, a Concbr- 
{ance to the Books called Apocrypha. The 
bole digeſted in an eaſy and regular Me- 
| od; which, together with the various Sig- 
Pifications and other Improvements now 
added, renders it more uſeful, than any 
00 of this Kind hitherto publiſhed: | In 
Pne large Volume, by Alexander Gan, 
M. A. Price bound 165. 
A Colledtion of Sermons on ſeveral Sub⸗ 
ect, preached ſome by the Reverend Ele- 
ezer Erſeine; M. A. Miniſter of the Goſ- 
| P el at Str rhng, and others by the Reverend 
5 Erfeixe, Miniſter of the Goſpel at 
1 and Author of the Goſpel- Son- 
nets, with a eee; Preface, by 
n — 


Price of both Volumes was 2 J. 3 5. but are 


the Reverend Mr. Thomas herbe, 42 
three large. an in Wor Price bound 
15 5. "3 1 3 Coil, ot ; om 1 

"Goſpel Soner 3-07, Spiel n in 
Six Parts, 1. The Believer's Eſpouſals. 2. I 
The Believer's Jointure. 3, The Believer 4 | 
Riddle. 4. Ihe Believer's Lodging. 5. 
The Believers Soliloquy. 6. The Believer 
Principles, concerning Creation and Redemp 
tion, Law: and Goſpel, Juſtification and 


Sanctification, Faith and Senſe, Heaven and 


arth. By the late Reverend Mr. Nalpl 
he fixth Edition, With large Ad- 
ditions and great Improvements. Price bound 
== 2 ep 25, habde lain bound! in _— is. 
Faith my Biſon: repreſented: in fifty: 1 
ſour Sermons on the principal e of the 1 
Chriſtian Religion, J at B nv . 
1783. By 5 Watt, D. D. D. Neal | 
7 Giyſe, D. D. S. Price, D. 7 
D. and 7. Hubbard: Publiſhed for the 


Uſe of . eſpecially on the 3 ; 7 


Day Evenings. - The ſecond: Edition, in 
two — 2 ä " Fe 
The Works of that eminent Servant of 4 = 


Jeſus Chriſt Mr. Jahn Bunyan, late Miniſter N 
of the Goſpel, and Paſtor of a Congregation 
at Bedford, in two Volumes. The W 
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